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THE HEDGES FPALILY IN AcRKICA

Joseph Hedgee, the founder of the L6311y in Auerics, so-
cording to "Colonlal Fauiliecs of the United States of
Axegrica”, by wscKenzile, caiwe frow Englend to racrica in the
carly part of 17C0 and landed on the Delaware iiver and
settled in Chester Co., rern.; was the son of Charles Hedreas,
will dated 1730,

Froa a "Geneoloyy of the Iuke - Shepherd - Van ietire
Fedly", by Suyth, we £ind that Jogeph Hedges wurried
Catharine Stalcop, daushter of Jehn 5, stalcop, an early
Swealish settler of Salen, Co., N.J., who afterword rewovesd to

o

New Castle, Pa., (now in the state of Peleware), John Stalcop's

wife weas Catharine, the daughter of John and vigdeling wric<acn
who were akong the esrliect inhabitants in the Swedish Settle-
ent et Lucas Point on the Delaware, near Saleis, N.J.

Joseph Hedges was slgo in New Jersey, afterwards in Chester
Co., Pe., whence alter his zarriage, he euigrated to and lo-
cated on a plantation st tionocacy in the lrovince of .arylend
where he died in 1732, In hnis will he dgescribes hliself as of

"anacquacy®. The return of his estate was wade Peb, 17, 1732-3

and wasg appralsed by Robert Jones znd Henry EBsallinger, (Dookl
Fage 2033 Prince George's Co., id.).

Hig son, Zolomon Hedges, was born in 171C. ile probabvly
—errled Febecca Van ~etre at the ~Onocacy settiecent, circs
1735 and Luswedlately thercaflter rewoved to Orange Co., va,,
2etiling on the South Lranch of the Fotomac, His residence
sfterward fell within the 1iuits of Fradericik Co., when it was
creeted In 1748, Frow his Pathers will it appesrs that
Jozeph ledies dled selzed of 400 acres of land on the Lpeguon
in Virzinia which are "to be cleared and paid for out of sy
cstete.”  Two hundred zcres each of this land are devised
Lo testator's two sons, Charles Hedges and Peter Hedues;

whlle to Soloiwon is devised a™ract of 235 acres lying at

sangequacy Crees on the west side.® The executor

{Solowon Hedges) is instructed "to purchage -- acres of land
on ‘Upechan' which shall be equally divided between 'Ly twe
sons'! Jones Hedges and Joseph Hedges", ana "to purchase 140
sereg of land at ilanacquacy® out of the estate for "y scn
3ziwel™. This 1s evidence of the earliest purchase of lani
in the Valley of monocacy in Frederici Co,, 13 ., anc was
Drodably «a&de vy John Ven ..etre or Jost Hite.

The Tirst recorded purchase of land Uy Soloiwon Ven ceipre



Ya3d sy April 10, 1734, {Crunge Co. Recoriy ) Uy Ldward Lavig
of Uranze Co. to Solugou cdes op 8 gy county 180, oy Lhe
conaideration of five shillings Conveyeg 4 2lece o 1end core
ta ning 275 acreg lyina on the Woest side of Shierundo
(shenandoah) fiver gng Cpequern Creei on 4 branch of yj.
Hanzaloot s (Pot&m&c) called Tulligey Iraneh, 1¢ being a part
of 875 acreg sranted ynte said Ldwarg Davig, Rov, 12, 4735;
it 2dodneg lands op Potep Hedges, ¥1tnosges Were jetep &nd
JOshug aedzes ang Hchara organ, on the saie date g the
prccediug, Patep also aCquireg Ly PUrchape Lo Yavig 200
Q2res or the 875 aocre tract o J0lowon Hedgeg Leins one Of tha

The Court op Oran e Co., Va., on June a3, 1733, apnointed
<01 lusy Hdadpen #nd Josgtg Mlte road-viewers.

In 1740 Solonon Hedzeg &cld hig patrimony in “i@rylend,
WO fam.g called "Hedges Hogg™ ang "Hedgzes Delisht® snq the
NVeyance Wag acknowledged by Rebegeg Hedgeg before the
Ustlce op Prince George g Co., “d., gy 8, 1740,

0
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Frederiog County ABaving by thig tiue, 1744, bvaen estab-
lizhegq Gut or Crange Co,, ~Clouon Hedgeg way Avpointed 5
Justice of the new Sounty ang Was suorn June §, 1744 (Frcderica
County coupt Journal); ang on the st day of Cetovep 174,
wag Ceailsatoned the Corener of Frederic& Co, 1n this year,
2lso, Rebecca, hia wife, rocelved on the death el her fatnay
a4 legacy of 200 acres of nig 8tate gng 2 chilgrg Share j»,
the p&rsenalty.

4y the setting orp of Halipghi ra Co. 1n 1753 froa
Frederic: Co., the heua ap Soloiuon Hedieg now lay 1n the rey
SNty when the Jouthty) Burveyop George Hashington W3 e
Saged tn laying QUt langg In the Hortheyn Heex fop hig batren,
iorg Faipfax, Solcuwon jle £es obtained, and hgg Burveyeq to
nla, g Tarm op Pattepacn's Creeyk about 49 w“lleg about 1tg cori-
Yluence With the Potowge, In lattaﬁdays, wharn H&shington wide
als "Jburneg over the “ontaing to the Chlo®, o 8tcopped st
~Olauun Heduegrg fov_entcrtainment, and referpeg Lo hsuw g
"one op Hig rajestyrg Justiceg op the Feacen, (HercheVal's
fiigtopy of the Valley; BAwelltrg History or Hgﬁpghirg Co,,

The Hedeg &radually 4CQuireg Othepy landeg DCssessiong
SR ﬁaapsnire's hilis; ons trzet containing 320 acreg



ceanted oy the FProprietor of the horthern }eck Fev, 18, 17409,
and another 102 acres ad ocining the firet which was alsc
sranted by the Froprietor leb. 16, 1740, These lands were
situated on New Creei, !lu-pshire Co. (now sineral Co., ¥. Vi }
and were leased to Peter Sternberger Aug. 1, 1770, Sclo-on
owned another plece of property on New Creex containing 250
cores which ne sold to Thowsas Dean June 1ith, 1784.

The preperty in Prederick Co., 1., that wuas his wife's
inheritance, was disposed of to their son and helr-at-luw,
53las Hedges, on sugust 13; 1770, and to John Wilson of
Tredericic Co.,, Va, When David Shepiierd, nis bvrother-in~liaw,
vecawe ligh Sheriff of Chic County, Va., April G, 171,
Solowon Hedzes becwse his surety in the sus of L 3,500. The
vend is recorded at Wheeling, W. Va., April 8, 1773. Un the
2nd duy of June, 1773, Folcwon Hedues came into Court and tooy
cuth as Justice of the Peace. And 1t was "ordered that
solowon Hedges and Jon Willisas, gentle.en, distribute the
putliec land consigned to this county upon proper and suffil-
ctent certificates to them presented." From tnls date to and
including husust 7, 1780, Solowon Hedges and hie son, Silas,
vere Justices of the courts of Onto Co., Va.; scuetiues Lhe
rather and other tlies the gon Was presiding fudge of the
court. At the latter date, Virginia‘'s Jurisdictlon over eny
sart of Pernnsylvania ceased. Solcion Hedgee dled in Lec.
1301, His will is reccorded at Wheelinyg, Y. Va,

The will of Solomon idedses is also recorded in the County
flerite oi'fice of ¥rooks County, wWest Virginlas, sccordling to
tnfornmation copied froia the record books for we by Helen reuwp
of that County. The will is dated Jan. ¢, 17v7, probated
Junuary Terax, 1002, in %ill Book No. 1, Page 1%, and says in
surt: "This to be my lust will and testawent in the @anner
snd fors felilowing to-wit:

"vipat I dc give and vegueath unto .argarette Hedges,
wife of wy szon, Joseph, and her two daughlers, Rebexah and
Catherine, ten pounds each rent cur. I 6o llcewige desire
that 1l wy estate both real and personal shall be s0ld at i
dececge at puclic sale and equally divided Letween by four
children or their neirs, that 18 to say to Sllas liedges,
Joseph Hedges, Lachel Vance und the nhelrs of Cetherine
~cColloch; after the legatee is pald; and I wlso appoint «y _
1ss Hedses and Joseph Hedges Lo e iy s8ole execu-
nis wy lsst will and testa.ent hereby revosing all
5 by we wede.”
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The children of Solowon and Rebecca Hedges were Silas,
Joseph, Joshua, who emigrated to Karietts, Chloj Racheal,
Catharine and Redbecca. Since Joshua and Rebecca are not «en-
tioned 4n the will of their father, Solomen, it is to be sup-
posad that they had passed away prior to his death.

Silas Hadges, eldest son of Soloson and Rebecoca
(Van setre) Hedges, was born Dees 2, 1736, on South Branch of
Potosac in Frederick Co., Va., déled at his homestead on
Buffalo Creek, 6 miles west of Wellsburg, Brooke Co., Va.,
say 17, 1811; warried first, iiss muay and second,
Nargaret Hoagland, said to have been a sister of Capt. Henry
Hoagland of Ercoke Co., Va., and children of Capt. Derrick
posgland. iargaret Hoagland wss born fept. 16, 1751, and
died rarch 28, 1837, at seCanmellsville, Chio, It is belleved
that 5ilas Hedges was one of Col., Zane's party to Redstone
014 Vort (Erownsviile, Pa.), on the onongshela River in the
apring of 1765, where he lived for amort tiue before he
married hargaret Hoagland,
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with the levies., HNe settlied on Buffalo Creek, Ohio Co., Va.,
in 1773. His nase is frequently found in the kinute Book of
the Virginia Court whiech was held at Port Iunwore (Pitesburg)
for the District of West Augusta, 1775-76; and at the organ-
4zation of the first Court of Ohio County held at BElack's
Cabin, on Short Creek Jan. 6, 1777, the cath was administered
to his as one of the justices of that County and at the saue
time was recomnended to ths Court as Colomel of the nilitia,
Before this, he was a asiber of the Committee of Safety which
wes organized at the house of Esexial Dewitt, Des. 27, 1776,
and at its second meeting was appointed one of the inspectors
of the troops enlisted by Capt, John Leson for Continental
establisiyeent in the War of the Revolution. (See Am, Pionser,
Vol. 11, pege 396.) He was chairamsn of the mseting of this
Committee held Peb. 8, 1777, and st this tise made his report
in the inspection of lLsmon's men, Governor Patrick EHenry
wrote him to procsed with a military organiszation in Ohioc Co.,
on Continental establishsent end addressed him as Chairuan.
With Andrew Pouts he went down to Wheeling in 1777, to assist
in burying the dead, after Capt. Dor@an's defeat. le was
algo enrolled at this time as & mesder of Capt. Ogle's Coupany
and took part in the siege of Fort Henry. Om June 7, iT77,
he sold G6O7 1bs. of bacon to Prancis Duke, the cemmissary of
Fort Henry, and in August 1777 received a stors of amunition
for the use of the militias. of Ohio Co,, and the coumuisslon



wasd resd in copen court; and at the sawe tike was reccukended
by the court as High Sheriff of the County. Silas superseded,
ss Colonel of Adlitia, his cousin, Col, David shepherd, who
had been advanced to the Lieutenansy of the County. On the
25th day of April, 1778, Silas Hedges served on a court
sartial that tried and honorably acquited Col. Shephard for
prozlatuing martial lsw in Ohio County without the order and
avthority of the court, whon the safety of the sattlers was
Jeopardized. At the crganigation of the court on Jan. 7,
1777, Silss wap appointed by the court to contract with
Abrghas Ven setre and cbtain two acres of land for the County
duildings. Iuring the whole tiue that the courts were held
at Black's Cabin in Chio County, or until 1780, 3ilas was one
of the Caunty Jjustices, His commigsion as Colonel of the
#414tia he resigned to Beverly Randolph, Sept. 7, 1789, be-
cguse of cld age and infiraities, Siles Hedges was tall in
stature and slinm, nesrly six feet in hoight and very stralght,
and of dark coxplexion, He had ten children, all but two of
whom wore bern on Buffelo Creek, in Ohio County. They werei~

Haume Date of Birth #arried
gtlas, Jr. 10/18/1777 mary Cox
Isase 1/17/1768 ~ary Youts
George 1/22/1793 Eligzabeth Koontsz
Ruth Ann 5/« /1791 Jases Roland
Soloson 1772 Susannah idller
Elizabeth iTre Joshus »eexs
Catherine 9/9/177% Isreal Rebinson
Joanna Hodges 1795 Williss= Foute
Robecca 1781 Epekial Hiatt
Joseph Xilled by Indians, DPec. 1793

Silas Hedges served in lLord Dunwore's war, Oct. 1774.
e becsie a citizen of COhio Co.p V‘o, and the Roll or Honor
¢f that County contains his mame, (This inforwation is taken
from “Private History of Chio 00.. g, Vl.". b’ Hon, Gibeson L.
Cruumer, 1870)

Of the sbove children this geneology is concerned with
Izseac Hedges who was borm on Buffalo Creek, Va., Jen. 17,
1788, and died at his residence Millgrove, morgan Co., Ohioc.
e sarried sary Fouts on Qot,. 3, 1803, daughter of Andrew and
Hancy {lewon) Foute., Kary was born Aug. 2, 1791, and died
Nov, 3, 1B876. Issac woved to ~organ Co., Ohic in 1816,
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Although inforwation svates that he disd at hie residence
rillgrove, the 1859 United 3tates Censua for rorgan County
listes hi. g8 living in the howme of his daughter, Joanna
gillespie, 8¢ whether :illgrove alse was the howe of Jases

and Josnpa Gillesple is not clear,

Children of Isaas Hedges and his wile rary werei-

Hloson-~=-karried Susan soGonigal
Charlotta

Joanng~---uarrisd Jekes Gillesple
Abpalow---warried Hlizabeth Barlow
Saran-~=---zarried John Zarrett
Margearet

Hangy

Joseph

Huth

Isagr=-=~wgrried latira A. Coburn
¥illiaw

With the exception of Joenny, the only ones of the avove
children of Isaac and sary Hedges that we have any personal
knowledge of are Absalos and Jeseph. In 2 letter to
srs, C.H., Hareon (Prank Converse) dated Oregon City, Cregon,
Cotober %, 1927, Judge Hedges of that city says, "Absalom Hedzes
was &y Unecle. &y father's na«e was Josoph Hedges. Absalos
came to Orezon in or about 1844 snd he returned to Ohilc in
1848 or 18443 the purpose, as I remeuder,of his trip Last was
to ovtain wachinery for & boat that he and others were in-
terested in, that was to run cn the upper Willawette River.

He returned in the next year and my father followed in 1852

and settled on the Absalox F, Hedges and wife Lonastion lLand
Claim on the ¥Willauette River just South of this City.

Absalow warried Jane Barlow, as I resesber, and had sany
¢hildren.”
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SUPFLERERT

The following informstion on Joseph Hadges, the founder
of the Hedgeas Family in America, was sent Lo m# by
Don 7. Hedgen of washington, L.C,

The paper had been prepared by Mrs, Mary P. Hedges and
was found amongst the papers of Ion P, Hedges' Jreat Aunt
Ners Hedges of Gary, Indisna after hey death in 1442,

cBecause of 2ome of the qualnt wording used in this paper
ant the information un the effecta srought to this country Uy
Joseph Hedges, 1 thina it should be included in this manusoript,

" wish to sey & few words about eocme of the cldest
settlers of Amerios, xnowing that in so deing 1 will interest
not one, but mamy of your readers in Nemtucxky and near-dy
states. Among those who csme tothie country from éngland in
the days of lLord kaltimore was one Joseph Hedges, who settled
in Raryland and who figured to some extent in the locel history
of shat commonwealth at the time I heve put Jdown.

“rescendeod from an old and wealthy znglish fawxily, iw
fotohed with him to the new world many bhousehold effecta, such
as tapostries, china, silverwvare, pletures, boexs, and such
iise, which at that Uime were rare in this country, together
with same 10,000 to 20,000 pounds., Ne invested als monsy 1in
land in Haryland snd Pennaylvania., A% ohe timeg at an early
day he ommed sbout 1,000 acres of land near Monoquacy, Fd.,
¥here hs bDuilt 8 Rouse modeled after the manor houses of
mglend,

"o died in 1732 leaving & widow and nine children sur-
viving him. The children settled i lMaryland, Virginla, Vhie,
Pasnsylvania, Lentuesry, Indiana, Illincis, and in octher states
of the union and thelr descendants now nuaber prouadly over
1,500 peraecns,

“fany of the non-paerigheble articles bvrought across the
sea Uy Josepn Hedges, founder of this particular branch of
the Hedges family in the United States, are still preserved
a3 heirlooms uy his Goscendants. . achary T. Hedges, of
iitsle foen, Ark., has in nis possession nine glilver spocns
and a set of Chisa of sightesn pieces, tho set orizinally
numbering fifty odd pleces, which were once the property of



Juseph Hedges. This china was wanufaciured in Frence, ie of
lavender color, the &dgea heavily inlaid with zold leafl, each
plece beling embeilished with an exquisite painting. There

pre coffee and tea urns, suzar and berry bowls and five oups
gnd saucers, all in very joved state of preservation, The
spoons are large, dinner-siwzed, queintly waried with the lotter
200 on the front of each. iAnother Bet of china, once the
property of Joseph Hedges, and which is of robin-blue color,
pade in Zaxony, is in possession of e descendant in lelaware
or rennaylvania.

"sesides thegs are some saaldl oil saintings 1x ellver
frawes, These latter style of frames were in use in inglend
in the time of Jueen uslizaveth.

"phe will of Joseph Hedges is umong the records in the
office of teglster of Wills, Ann Arundel Counity, Haryland,
and is Qated september ©, 1732, It 1s & Qualnt document.
The bequests therein consist for the moss part of landed
property, the testator having & large and valuvacle estate to
nand down to his heirs. The sons, Charles and solomon, are
nemed as executors, and implicit directions are glvem them
a8 to the mamer of dividing the estate between the children,
o bond is required, the testator relyin; fully om the
honeaty of the exesutora.”

I would lixe to add that in information that 1 could find
there was nc mention of a widow and less thasn nilne children.



