THE HELGES VALILY IN AcERICA

Joseph Hedgee, the founder of the faily in Averics, oc-
cording to "Colonilal Farllics of the United States of
Axerica, by mcKenzle, caie frow Ingland to recrica in the
carly part of 1700 and landed on the lelaware iiiver and
settled in Chester Co., Penn.; was the son of Charles Hedoeas,
w11l dated 1730,

Frow a "Geneology of the Juke ~ Shepherd -~ Van cetre
Fe«dly", by Suyth, we £ind that Joseph Hedges surried
Cathuarine Stalcop, dau hter of Jchn S, staleop, an early
Swedlish settler of 3Salew, Co., N.J., wvho afterword rew.oved to
Now Castle, Pa.,, (now in the state of Delsware), John Ltalcop's
wife was Catharine, the daughter of John end ssdelina wricinch
who were ai-ong the carliect inhabitants in the Swedish Sctile-
ient at Lucas Point on the Delaware, near 3aleis, N.J.
Joseph Hedzes was aleo in Hew Jersey, afterwvards in Cheoster
Co., Pe., whence after his marriage, he eusigrated to and lo-
cated on a plantation at lionocacy in the Irovince of carylana
whnere he dled in 1732, In his will he describes hlwself as of
"ranacquacy™. The return of his estate was wade Peb. 17, 1732-%
and wag appralsed by Robert Jenes and Henry Ballinger, (Dhookl
Fage 2033 Prince CGeorge's Co,, id.).

hHig son, Jolomon iHodges, was born in 171C. e probavly
—arried fepecca Van ~etre at the .onocacy settiecent, circs
1735 and Liwwedlately thercafter rewoved to Crange Co., Va.,
2etiling on the South Lranch of the Fotomac, His residence
gllerdard Tell within the 1iuits of Fraderick Co., when it was
creegted in 1748, Frow his Patherd will it appears that
Jozeph liedges died selzed of 400 acres of land on the Lpequon
in Virginie which are "to be cleared and paid for out of Gy
estete.”  Two hundred zcres each of this land are devised
Vo testator's two sonsg, Charles Hodges and Peter Hedyes;
whlle Yo Joloison is devised a™tract of 235 acres lying at
sangcguacy Creex on the west side.” The executor
{Solowon Hedses) is instructed "to purchase -- acres of land
on ‘upechan' which shall be equally divided between 'Ly twe
sons' Jongs Hedges and Joneph Hedges", ané "to purchase 140
acreg of jand at ianscquacy® out of the estate for ™.y son
3ziuel™.  This 1s evidence of the earliest purchase of land
in the Volley of ronocacy in Fredarici Co., 8., and was
Zropably ~ede by John Van ..etre or Jost Hite.

The first recorded purchase of lend Ly Solcaon Ven .eire



¥a3 sgdoe April 10, 17335, (i.l'..':..")‘;l: Co, .?:";?c'.?z."(.il?) Uy lWard Lavia

cf Crenze Co, to 501 gy, dea op 8 Qagy county Wao, fop the
conaidepation of Tive snillings Conveyeg 4 2lece op Llend core

tainln; a75 acrog 1y dng: On the Wost side of Slierundo

ahenandoah) fiverp ang Lpequan Creog). on g branch o' the
Hangaloota (Potamuc) calleg Tulliges Iraneh, 1¢ Leing » parg
of 875 acreg sranteg unto gpiqg Ldwarg Davig, Nov, 12, 1735
it 2d oineg landgs op Fetep Hedges, “ithesseg Were jetep and
JOshua hedzeg ang Hlcharg Horizan, op the saie date pg the
precedimg, Petep also ACquilrag Ly PUrchage Irou Yavig 200
82res or the G745 acre tryet o S0lowon Hedoog Leins one of the
Vilthnessog thupeto.

Tha Coury op Oran ;e Co., Va., on June <3 1733, appointed
T Hadieg &nd Jogt iItte road-viewers.

In 1740 Solonop Hedeg &cld has patrimony in “iarylandg,
SO Pam.g called "Hedies Hogg" and "Hed ag Delishtn gng the
“Unveyance Wag acknowledged by Rebeceg Hedreg beflora the
Jugtlice op Prince Qeorgeig Co., ua,, “ay 8, 1740,

Frederiey County Baving by thig tie, 1744, Leen esta-
lisheq Gut or Crange Ce., ~0lQiuon Hedgeyn wag ADpointeq a
Justice of the hiew Sounty ang Was guorn June S, 1744 (FrcdcricL
County Court Journal); &nd on the S5th dagy of Cetorep 174,
vag CCudilssioned the Corcnep of Frederich Co, 1xn this ye..
2lso, Hebecca, hia wife, Fecelveg on the deatn Sl her fataar
a legacy o 200 acreg of nig C5tate ang 2 Chilgrg Share j»,
the p&rsenalty.

4y the fetting orp of Halpshy pe Co. 1n 1753 froa

credertcg: Co,, the heua op S0loiign Hedies fiow lay in the 1eu
sounty ; nen the Jouthryy Burveyop George Hashin;ton Wag en-
SAged 1n laying QUL lancs In the Hortheym Keex rop hig batren,
iord Fairfax, Solcuon iiedieg obtained, and hag Surveyeq tgo
alu, g Tarm op Fatteraon's Creey about 45 wlleg about 1 cori=-
Yluence With the Potouge, In lattavdays, when H&shingtua Lgde
ale "Jburneg over the “ontaing ¢o the Chlo", ya &topped 4t
Slotugn Heduiegrg ror_entertain&ent, &nd reforpeg o niw gy
SNe of Hig rajegtyrg Justices op the Feacen, (ﬁercheval's
ais§ory of the Valley, haxwell'alﬁigtory of Hgﬁpghire Ce.,

/

The Hegegp gradually 4Cquireg Cther lundeg DCBBessionga
Sesans Ha@psnire‘s hills; CO2 trget containing 320 acreg



.

Jranted Ty the Troprietor of the Norther:n Yech Feu, 18, 17040,
ang another 102 acres ad cining the first whlich was 2180
Jranted by the Froprietor Yeb, 15, 1740, These lands were
sltuated on New Creei, lu.pshire Co. (now rineral Co., ¥. Va )
and vwere leased to Peter Sternberger Aug. 1, 1770, Sclo~con
owned ancther plece cf property on New Creex containing 250
acres which ne sold to Thosas Dean June 11ith, 1784u.

The property in Predericy Co., 1d., that wus hig wifa's
irheritance, was diopossd of to their son and helr-at-loaw,
05iles Hedges, on fugust 13, 1770, and to Jehn Wilson of
Fredericik Co,, Va, VWhen David Shepiierd, nis btrother-in-iaw,
tecase High Sheriff of Chic County, Va., April G, 1775,
~olounon Hedzes becwuse his surety in the eus of L 3,500, The
bend is recorded at Wheeling, W. Va., April 8, 1778. {n the
2nd day of June, 1778, =olowon Hedyes caiwe into Court and tooy
cuth as Justice of the Peace. And 1t was "ordered that
solouwon Hedges and Jon willimas, zentleuen, distribute the
rutlic land consigned to this county upon proper and sufii-
clent certificates to thew presented." Frow thls date to and
including August 7, 1780, Solowon Hedges and hie son, Silas,
were Jjusticea of the courts of Ohto Co., Va,; scuetiues the
“ather and other tiues the son was presiding fudge of the
court, AU the latter date, Virginia's Jurisdiction over any
et of Pernsylvenia ceased., Solcowon Hedzes dled in Iec,

301, His will is recorded ot ¥heelings, Y. Va.

The will of GJoloion Hedges is elso recorded in the County
Clerite office of X¥rooks County, wWest Virginla, sccording to
inforiation ccpied froia the record books for we by Helen Fewp
of that County. The will is dated Jan. &, 17v7, probated
Jznuary Tera, 1802, in #ill Sook No. 1, Page 1%, and says in
surt: "This to be my lmst will and testasient in the :anner
und fors feilowing to-wit:

"#irst I do give and vequeath unto +argarette iHedges,
wife of «y zon, Joseph, and her two dau;shters, Rebexsh and
Catherine, ten pounds each rent cur. I do llcewlse desire
tnut =11 4y estate Loth real and personal shall be £old at i
decence at puclic sale and equally divided Letween iy four
cnlldren or thelr neirs, that 18 to say to Silas lled:es,
Joseph Hedies, hkachel Vance und the neirs of Caetherine
~cColloch; after the le:atee is paid; and I slso appoint «.y
LWe £ons tilas iedjes and Joseph Hedges to be wy 80le execu-
E tors of Lhis wy last will aend testzsent hereby revoain: all

4
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forwer wills Uy we wede,
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The children of Solomon and Rebecca Hedges were Silas,
Jogeph, Joshua, who emigrated to larietts, Ohioj Racheal,
Catharine and Rebecca. Since Joszhua and Rebecca are not ~en-
tioned 4in the will of thelr father, Solomon, it is to be sup-
posed that they had passed away prior to his death.

Jilas Hedges, eldest son of Solowon and Rebecoca
(Van #etre) Hedges, waz born Dee, 2, 1736, on South Branch of
Potosge in Frederick Co., Va., died et his homestead on
Buffalo Creek, 6 miles west of Wellsburg, Brooke Co., Va.,
day 1T, 1811; warried first, iiss iy end second,
hargaret Hoagland, said to have boen a sister of Cept. Henry
Hoegland of Ercoke Co., Va., and children of Capt. Don-xck
Hoagland, wmergaret Hoagland wsas born Pept. 16, 1751, and
died rarch 28, 1837, at noCommellsville, Chio, It is believed
that S5ilae Fedgses was ong of Col. Zane's party to Redstone
01é Fort (Erownsville, Pa.), on the Nonongehela River in the
apring of 1765, where he lived for ashort tixe beforse he
married Rargaret Hoaglend.

Silas Hiedges was very active in the caupaign against the
Prench end Indiane and is thought to have served a8 an officer
with the levies, He settlied on Buffalo Creek, Chiov Co., Va.,
in 1773. His nawe is frequently found in the Kinute Book of
the Virginia Court which was held at Port Dunwore (Pittsburg)
for the District of West Augusta, 1775-T06; and at the organ-
ization of the first Court of Ohio County held at Elack's
Cabin, on short Creek Jan. 6, 1777, the cath was aduinistered
to hia as one of the justices of that County and at the sawe
time une recomnended to the Court as Colonel eof the »ilitia,
Before this, he was a agiber of the Committee of Safety which
was organized at the house of Esekial DeWitt, Dee, 27, 1776,
end at its second ameeting was appointed one of the inspectors
of the troopgs enlisted by Caept, John lLewon for Ceatinental
establisiveent in the War of the Revolution, (See Am, Pionser,
Vol. 11, page 396.) He was chairmgn of the seeting of this
Committer held Peb. 8, 1777, and st this tise made his report
in the inspeotion of lLemon's man, Governor Patrick Heary
wrote him to procsed with a military organization in Ohic Co.,
on Continental establishsent and addressed him as Chairman,
With Andrew Pouts he went down to Wheeling in 1777, to assist
in burying the dead, after Capt. Dorman's defeat. He was
also enrolled at this time as & wesdber of Capt. Ogle's Company
and teok part in the siege of Fort Henvy. On June 7, 1777,
he sold 607 1lbs. of bacon to Prancis Duke, the coemnissary of
Fort Henmry, and in August 1777 received a stors of amsunition
for the use of the militie. of Ohio Co,, and the comuission



wa3d read in open court; and at the pawe tise was recoumended
by the court as High Sheriff of the County. Silas superseded,
as Colenel of silitia, his sousin, Col., Cavid shepherd, who
had been asdvanced ¢o the Lisutenangy of the County. On the
23th day of April, 1778, Silas Hedges served on a court
«artial that tried and honorably acquited Col. Shephard for
proslaliing msartial lasw in Ohio County without the order and
authority of the court, when the safety of the settlers was
Jeopardized. At the crgzanisation of the court on Jan. 7,
1777, Silas was appointed by She court to contract with
Abraham Van rsetre and cbtain two aores of land for the County
bulldings. Luring the whole tilue that the courts were held
&t Dlack's Cabin 4in Chio County, or until 1780, sSiles was one
of the County justices. His commission as Colonel of the
#ilivia he resigned to Beverly Randolph, Sept. 7, 1789, be-
cause of cld age and infirsities, Silas Hedges was tall in
stature and slim, neerly six feet in height and very etraignht,
and of dark complexion, He had ten children, all but two of
whoi were bornm on Buffelo Creek, in Ohio County. They werei~

Hawe Iate of Birth Farried
&ilas, Jr. 10/18/17717 mary Cox
Isase 1/17/1788 »ary FYouts
George 1/22/1793 Elizadbeth Koontz
Ruth Ann 5/« /1791 Je«es Roland
Solomon 1772 Susannah idller
Elfzabeth 1779 Joshus reexs
Catherine 9/9/17753 Isreal Robinson
Jognna Hedges 1795 Williss Foute
Rebececa 1781 Evekial Hiatt
Joseph Xille¢ by Indians, Dec. 1793

S8ilan Hedges served in Lord Dunwore’s war, Oct. 1774.
He becase a citizen of Ohio c°og Va., and the Roll or Honor
of that County contains his mase, (This inforwation is taken
from “Private History of Onio Co., ¥. Va.", by Hon, Oibson L.
Cruumer, 1870)

¢f the ebove children this geneoclogy 18 concerned with
Izssac Hedges who was born on Buffalo Creek, Va., Jen. 17,
A788, and died at his residence #4llgrove, ~organ Co., Ohic.
He sarried s<ary Fouts on Oct. 3, 1803, daughter of Andrew and
Ranoy (lewon) Foute. Kary was born Aug. @, 1791, and died
Hov. 3, 1876. Isaac woved to ~organ Co., Ohic in 1816,



1ists hie. 88 1living in the howe of hia dsughter, Joanna

Gilleaspie, 8¢ whether £#41l1grove also was the howe of Jases

and Josnpa Gillespile is not elear,

Children of Issas Hedges and his wife HETY Were 1=

wQlougnm-~karricd Susan sicGonigal
Charlotta

Joanng~~«-.arried Jnikes Sillespie
Abgaloi~--uarried Slizabeth Barlow
Sarahe~=--sarried Jonn larrett
ABrgaret

Nancy

Joeseph

Kesh

isane~~~~varried Zatira A, Coburn
¥illlaun

With the exception of Joennes, the only ones of the avove
children of Issac and #ary Hedges that we have any personal

knowiedge of are Absalos and Jose » 4in 2 letter to

brs, C.H. Haron (Frank Converse) dated Cregon City, Cregon,
Letober 5, 1927, Judge Hedges of that eity says, “"Absalom Hedzes
Was ay Unele. «y father’'s na«e was Joseph Hedges. .ibsaloa

cake to Uregon in or about 1844 and he returned to Ohioc in

1848 or 184y; the purposse,as I rexeuder,of his trip isst was

to ovtain wmachinery for s boat that he and others were in-
terested in, that was to run cn the upper Willacette River.

He returned in the next year and &y father followed in 1852

and setiled on the Absalox P, Hedges and wifs Donstion Land

Cleim on the wWillauette River Just South of this City,

Absalom warried Jane Rarlow, as I resesher, and had sany

ehilderen,.”

Abthough inforuation states that he died at hie residence
Eillgrove, the 1850 United Jeates Censua for sorgan wounty




SUPYLERENT

The following informsation on Joseph Hadues, thne founder
of the Hedges Family in imerica, wos sent to me by
Don ¥, Hedges of washington, D.C,

The paper had been prepared by Hrs. Mary P, Hedges and
was found amonget the papers of Ion P, Hedges' Oreat iunt
kora Hedges of Gury, Indisna after her death in 1442,

Decause of 2omo of the Quaint wording used in this paper
and the informacion on the effects srought to this country Ly
Jeseph Hedges, 1 thina it should ve ineluded in this manusoript,

"1 wish o say a few words avbout ecme o the cldest
settlers of americe, xnowing that in so doing 1 will interest
RO one, Wit many of your readers in Hentuexy and near-by
states, Among those whwo came tothie country from angland in
the days of Lord baltimore was one Joseph Hedges, who settled
in Raryland and who figured to some extent inm the loeml history
of shat coumonwsalth at the time I heve put dewn.

“Ceseendod from an old and wealshy zngiish family, hw
fotohed with him to the new world many househcld effecva, such
as tapostries, china, silverwars, pletures, bucxs, and such
liue, whieh sl that time were rarv in this country, together
with same 10,000 to 20,000 pounds. He invested als monsy in
land in Raryland snd Pennaylvania. 4L one time at an early
day he cwned sbout 1,000 acres of land noar onoQuacy, ¥d.,
uhere hs Dullt 8 Nouse modeled after the manor houses of
nglend,

"o died in 1732 leaving & widow end nine childrer sur~
viving him. The chlldren settled in Karylend, Virginia, Chie,
Fernayivania, Lentuwesy, Iadiena, Illincis, and in other atates
¢l the union and their descendants now number probaply over
1,500 perasens,

"Hany of the non-perishable articles bLrought acrossz the
$83 Ly Josepih Hedges, founder of this partiocuvlar branch of
the Hedges famlily in the United States, are still preserved
23 helrlooeas oy his descendents, .achary T. Kedges, of
iLitsle joen, Ark., has in nis peossession nine silver spocns
and a set of C(hina of elghtesn pleces, the set originally
mumbering fifty odd plecss, which were once the property cf
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suseph Hedges. This china was wmanufaciured in France, fg of
lavender color, the edgea heavily inlalid with zold leal, eaoh
plece heling embelilished with an exguisite painting. There

are coffee and tem Urns, sugar and berry bowls and five oups
gnd saucers, gll in very zood state of pregervation, The
spoons are large, dinner-aiged, quelintiy marked with the letter
25 o0 the front of each. Another set of ¢hina, once the
property of Joseph Hedges, snd which la of robin-blue color,
pade in Saxeny, is in possession of a descendant in lelaware
or remnaylvania.

"hesides thecs ere some saall oil saintings 1z silver
frawes., These latter style of frames were in wse in tngland
in the time of Jueen .lizaveth.

rhe will of Joseph Hedges is smong the records in the
office of teglister of Wills, Ann Arundel County, Haryland,
and 19 deted september £, 1732, It 18 & Qualnt document,
The vequests therein conslist for the wmoss part of landed
propercty, the testator having @ large and valuacle estate to
nand down to his heirs. The sons, Charles and Lolomon, are
named as executora, and implicit directions are glven them
az to the manmer of dividing the estate betwesn the children,
¥o bond is required, the testator relying fully om the
honesty of the erxecutora.”

1 would lixe to add that in information thaet 1 could find
there was no wontion of a widow and less than nine children,




